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C H A R D O N N AY

2017 FREEDOM HILL VINEYARD
THE VINTAGE
After a few dry winters, the 2016-2017 winter provided ample rain and
snowpack statewide. The winter gave way to a relatively cool and wet
spring compared to the last few years. As a result, bud break started closer
to normal in mid-April. The spring warmed up with record heat in late May
that initiated ﬂowering. However, a cool June slowed ﬂowering but was
followed by record high temperatures producing a very good fruit set. With
a warm 2017 vintage, we are able to deliver fruit with a great balance of
sugar and acid with lower alcohols and abundant tannins.

THE VINEYARD
Our Dijon Clone 76 Block at Freedom Hill Vineyard was planted on ancient
uplifted sea bed—marine sedimentary soils are widely considered to be
the oldest in the Willamette Valley A gentle southeast facing slope allows
for suﬃcient cold air drainage in cooler months.

THE WINEMAKING
Throughout the growing season, Winemaker Jesse Lange works closely
with vineyard partners to taste for maturity and ripeness to determine the
exact moment to pick. These grapes were hand-picked and
hand-sorted. Only free run juice was collected to craft this wine, which
was fermented in three-year-old French oak puncheons.

WINEMAKER’S TASTING NOTES
The 2017 Freedom Hill Chardonnay is classically styled and oﬀers
concentrated, throaty layers of Bosc pear, white peach, preserved lemon,
and smoky minerality. It‘s full-bodied and precise in its balance of bright
acidity oﬀset by mid-palate creamiiess—orchard fruit and stone fruit ﬂesh
out the core followed by rich ﬂavors of crème brûllée, baking spice,
hazelnut, and the suggestion of wet stone.

ACCOLADES
2017 - 93 Points - James Suckling - 93 Points - Wine Enthusiast
2016 - 93 Points - “Editors’ Choice,” Wine Enthusiast
2015 - 92 Points - “Cellar Selection,” Wine Enthusiast
2014 - 93 Points - “Cellar Selection,” Wine Enthusiast - 92 Points Wine Advocate - 92 Points - Vinous
VARIETAL: 100% Chardonnay
APPELLATION: Willamette Valley
PRODUCTION: 115 cases
ALCOHOL: 13.5%
RETAIL: $65.00
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